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Tide: PORTABLE COMPUTING DOCKING STATION WITH MOVABLE ELECTRICAL INTERFACE 

REMARKS 

The following remarks are made in response to the Non-Final Office Action mailed 
March 11, 2004 in which claims 1-25 and 27-43 were rejected, and claim 26 was objected to. 
With this Amendment, claims 1, 12, 19, 27, and 38 have been amended to clarify Applicant's 
invention, allowable claim 26 has been rewritten in independent form, and claims 44-49 have 
been added. Claims 1-49, therefore, are presented for reconsideration and allowance. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 27-37 are objected to because the Examiner contends that the term "coincides 1 ' 
in claim 27 is a relative term which renders the claim indefinite. 

With this Amendment, Applicant has amended claim 27 to clarify that the surface of 
the first housing portion is "substantially aligned" with one of the two adjacent surfaces of the 
second housing portion when the electrical interface is in the first position and "substantially 
aligned" with another of the two adjacent surfaces of the second housing portion when the 
electrical interface is in the second position. Applicant, therefore, respectfully requests that 
the objection to claims 27-37 be reconsidered and withdrawn and that claims 27-37 be 
allowed 

Claim Re jections under 35 § 102 

Claims 1-9, 12-17, 19-23, 25 and 27-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Noguchi et aL U.S. Patent No. 5,535,093. 

With this Amendment, independent claims 1, 12 t and 19 have been amended to clarify 
that an electrical connector of the electrical interface is oriented substantially perpendicular to 
the first surface of the housing when the electrical interface is in the first position and 
oriented substantially perpendicular to the second surface of the housing when the electrical 
interface is in the second position. In addition, independent claims 27 and 38 have been 
amended to clarify that the electrical interface is supported by the first housing portion and 
protruding from the surface of the first housing portion, and that the surface of the first 
housing portion is substantially aligned with one of the two adjacent surfaces of the second 
housing portion when the electrical interface is in the first position and substantially aligned 
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with another of the two adjacent surfaces of the second housing portion when the electrical 
interface is in the second position. 

With respect to the Noguchi et al. patent, this patent doe$ not teach or suggest a 
docking station for a portable computer, as claimed in amended independent claim 1, a 
method of docking a portable computer, as claimed in amended independent claim 12, nor a 
computer system, as claimed in amended independent claim 19, including an electrical 
connector of an electrical interface oriented substantially perpendicular to a first surface of a 
housing when the electrical interface is in a first position and oriented substantially 
perpendicular to a second surface of the housing when the electrical interface is in a second 
position. In addition, the Noguchi et al_ patent does not teach or suggest a docking station for 
a portable computer, as claimed in amended independent claim 27, nor a method of docking a 
portable computer, as claimed in amended independent claim 38, including an electrical 
interface supported by a first housing portion and protruding from a surface of the first 
housing portion, wherein the surface of the first housing portion is substantially aligned with 
one of two adjacent surfaces of a second housing portion when the electrical interface is in a 
first position and substantially aligned with another of the two adjacent surfaces of the second 
housing portion when the electrical interface is in a second position. 

In view of the above, Applicant submits that independent claims 1, 12, 19, 27, and 38 
are each patentably distinct from the Noguchi et al. patent and, therefore, are in a condition 
for allowance. Furthermore, as dependent claims 2-11 further define patentably distinct 
claim 1, dependent claims 13-18 further define patentably distinct claim 12, dependent claims 
20-25 and 44 further define patentably distinct claim 19, dependent claims 28-37 further 
define patentably distinct claim 27, and dependent claims 39-43 further define patentably 
distinct claim 38, Applicant submits that dependent claims 2-11, 13-18, 20-25, 28-37, 39-43, 
and 44 are also in a condition for allowance. Applicant, therefore, respectfully requests that 
the rejection of claims 1-9, 12-17, 19-23, 25 and 27-43 under 35 U.S.C 102(b) be 
reconsidered and withdrawn and that claims 1-25 and 27-44 be allowed. 
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Title: PORTABLE COMPUTING DOCKING STATION WITH MOVABLE ELECTRICAL INTERFACE 
Double Patenting 

Claims 10, 11, 18, and 24 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claim 19 of U.S. Patent No. 
6,683,786. 

Concurrently with this Amendment, a terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.321(c) has been filed to overcome the double patenting rejection based on U.S. Patent No. 
6,683,786. 

In view of the above, Applicant submits that the double patenting rejection of claims 
10, 11, 18, and 24 has been overcome. Applicant, therefore, respectfully requests that the 
rejection of daims 10, 11, 18, and 24 under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness- 
type double patenting be reconsidered and withdrawn and that claims 10, 1 1, 18, and 24 be 
allowed. Applicant submits that the filing of this terminal disclaimer is to obviate the 
rejection based on non-statutory double patenting and is not an admission of the propriety of 
the rejection. 

Allowable Sub ject Matter 

Claim 26 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim and is indicated 
as being allowable if rewritten in independent form to include all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

With this Amendment, Applicant has rewritten allowable claim 26 in independent 
form to include all of the limitations of the base claim (claim 19) and any intervening claims 
(none). In addition, Applicant has added new claims 45-49 which depend from rewritten 
independent claim 26. As rewritten claim 26 is now believed to be in allowable form, 
Applicant respectfully submits that dependent claims 45-49 are allowable in dependent form. 
Applicant, therefore, respectfully requests that the objection to claim 26 be withdrawn and 
that claims 45-49 be allowed. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the above, Applicant respectfully submits that pending claims 1-49 are all 
in a condition for allowance and requests reconsideration of the application and allowance of 
all pending claims. 

Any inquiry regarding this Amendment and Response should be directed to either 
Gerald E. Laws at Telephone No. (281) 518-7159, Facsimile No. (281) 514-8332 or Scott A. 
Lund at Telephone No. (612) 573-2006, Facsimile No. (612) 573-2005. In addition, all 
correspondence should continue to be directed to the following address: 



Hewlett-Packard Company 

Intellectual Property Administration 
P.O. Box 272400 

Fort Collins, Colorado 80527-2400 

Respectfully submitted, 

Memphis Yin et al., 

By their attorneys, 

DICKE, BILLIG & CZAJA, PLLC 
- Fifth Street Towers, Suite 2250 
100 South Fifth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
Telephone: (612) 573-2006 
Facsimile: (612) 573-2005 



Date: Auv*L "7. 2£C^ 
SALrjan 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 C.P.R. 1.8: The undersigned hereby certifies that this paper or papers, as described 
herein, are being facsimile transmitted to the United States Patent and Trademark Office, Fax No. (703) 872-9306 
on this ^?Th Q f j unef 2004. 
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